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Sleeping burglary targets
denied victim compensation

(ICTIMS whose homes are violated
Iy intruders and ransacked while
hey sleep are being denied crime
ompensation.

Dozens of sleeping victims a year
lave cases rejected at the Victims of
irime Assistance Tribunal — with
purt officials finding they are not as
faumatised as those who are
obbed while awake.

Yet more crooks are drawn
0 breaking into homes at night
nd stealing car keys when owners
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are more likely to be asleep inbed.

There is mounting frustration in
legal circles about what has been
branded a lack of consistency in de-
cisions by VOCAT in handling cases
where thieves strike as the home's
occupants sleep.

A five-year-old Broadmeadows
Magistrates’ Court ruling is often
cited to deny sleeping victims com-
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Lawyers argue courts ignoring
psychological impact of crimes

pensation — a judgment that
compensation lawyers are keen
to appeal. The case found against a
family who made a claim for special
financial assistance after their home
was the target of a 3am attempted
aggravated burglary. In another re-
cent case, a couple in their 90s were
denied a payout after their home
was burgled while they slept.

They woke in the morning to find
their property had been stolen but
were rejected for compensation.

Critics say waking to find your
home had been invaded is traumatic.

Lawyer Joshua Reimer, who
specialises in crime compensation
matters, said there had been many
cases in recent years in which cars
had been stolen by thieves who en-
tered houses and took keys in the
dead of night. :

He said he did not believe it was
right to argue victims who slept
through crimes did not suffer.
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